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PART 1: IN SEARCH OF BRITISH STEREOTYPES 

1.1 Geography of the UK  

 

Take a look at the map of Britain and answer the questions below.  

 
 

The United Kingdom: 
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- consists of 4 countries: 

 

 

 

 

- the main cities in each of these countries are:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

- tourist attractions in Britain:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- flags: write down the name of the country below the flag: 

 

 

    
 

_______________________   ____________________   _____________________ 

 

    
 

_______________________             ____________________ 
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1.2 People 

 

- Great Britain is the second/fourth/eighth most populated country in Europe.  

- DǊŜŀǘ .Ǌƛǘŀƛƴϥǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǊŀǇƛŘƭȅ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ мфтлΩǎΥ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

came to Britain and settled. 

 

- In the late 1990s these groups accounted for close to 3% of the population.  

 

1.3 Religion 

 

- the officially established church in England: ______________________ 

 

- but there is complete religious ______________________  throughout Great Britain.  

 

1.4 Politics in the UK 

 

- The politics of the United Kingdom :  ________________________, in which the Monarch is head of 

state and the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom is the head of government.  

- Executive power = _________________________ 

  exercised by Her Majesty's Government 

- Legislative power = ________________________  

           the House of Commons and the House of Lords  

 

- major parties in the UK:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constitutional_monarchy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_monarchy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Head_of_state
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Head_of_state
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prime_Minister_of_the_United_Kingdom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Head_of_government
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Executive_power
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government_of_the_United_Kingdom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Legislative_power
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/House_of_Commons_of_the_United_Kingdom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/House_of_Lords
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1.5 School life  

- each country has a different education system 

- mandatory from age 5 to 16 

- state schools (responsibility of local authorities) vs. private schools 

- the universities of England include some of the top universities in the world:  

 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

 

1.6 Popular pastime  

 

 
http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/customs/questions/weekends.htm 

- What do you see in this chart?  

 

 

- What are the most liked sports in Britain? 

 

- Do you notice any differences with your country? 

44% 

24% 

22% 

10% 

Leisure time  

Watching television Socializing

Sport and hobbies Other (gardening, DIY, eating out, ...

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Universities_of_England
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1.7 British stereotypes 
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DO YOU KNOW WHAT THE ENGLISH ARE LIKE? 

 

¶ ²Ƙŀǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ƳƛƴŘ ƛŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǎŀȅǎ Ψ.ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩΚ 

When I think of the British, I think of ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

 

=> What do we call this fixed beliefs about particular groups or classes of people?  

 

______________________ 
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¶ What do most people think about when they think about Britain? 

Take a look at the pictures. Write down what you know about these aspects of British life next to the 

pictures.  
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1.8 Viewing: Little Britain 

 

You will be watching the second episode of the first season of Little Britain, an extremely popular 

comedy show in Britain consisting of sketches with recurring characters.  

 

 

Answer the questions below: 

a. Who are these characters? Give a short description. 

 

Lou and Andy: 

 

 

Bubbles Devere: 

 

 

Vicky Pollard: 

 

 

Marjorie Dawes: 

 

 

Daffyd Thomas: 

 

 

 

b. What stereotypes are dealt with in the series? Name them and explain.  
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мΦф ²ƘŜƴ ƛƴ  [ƻƴŘƻƴ Χ 

¶ Which of the following social customs are similar or different to your country? 

In England... 

Do stand in line  

In England we like to form orderly queues (standing in line) and wait patiently for our turn e.g. 

boarding a bus. It is usual to queue when required, and expected that you will take your correct turn 

and not push in front. 'Queue jumping' is frowned upon. 

Do take your hat off when you go indoors (men only)  

It is impolite for men to wear hats indoors especially in churches.  

Do say "Excuse Me" 

If someone is blocking your way and you would like them to move, say excuse me and they will move 

out of your way. 

Do pay as you go  

Pay for drinks as you order them in pubs and other types of bars.  

Do say "Please" and "Thank you"  

It is very good manners to say "please" and "thank you". It is considered rude if you don't. You will 

notice in England that we say 'thank you' a lot.  

Do cover your Mouth  

When yawning or coughing always cover your mouth with your hand.  

Do Shake Hands 

When you are first introduced to someone, shake their right hand with your own right hand.  

Do say sorry 

If you accidentally bump into someone, say 'sorry'. They probably will too, even if it was your fault! 

This is a habit and can be seen as very amusing by an 'outsider'.  

Do smile  

A smiling face is a welcoming face. 

Do drive on the left side of the road 

 

Do treat women and men equally 

Do open doors for other people 

Men and women both hold open the door for each other. It depends on who goes through the door 

first. 
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In England... 

Do not greet people with a kiss  

We only kiss people who are close friends and relatives.  

Avoid talking loudly in public or staring at anyone in public 

 

Do not ask a lady her age 

It is considered impolite to ask a lady her age. 

Do not pick your nose in public  

We are disgusted by this. If your nostrils need de-bugging, use a handkerchief.  

Avoid doing gestures such as backslapping and hugging  

This is only done among close friends. 

Do not spit  

Spitting in the street is considered to be very bad mannered.  

Do not burp in public  

You may feel better by burping loudly after eating or drinking, but other people will not! If you can 

not stop a burp from bursting out, then cover your mouth with your hand and say 'excuse me' 

afterwards.  

Do not pass wind in public  

Now how can we say this politely? Let's say that you want to pass wind. What do you do? Go 

somewhere private and let it out. If you accidentally pass wind in company say 'pardon me'.  

Belinda wrote some advice on the indelicate subject of 'passing wind' in public:  

"The expression 'pardon me' would be considered by the upper classes to be rather 

common. When I was growing up, I was told by my mother, at school and by my aunt who 

was a nanny to an aristocratic family that the correct thing to do if this happens is to carry 

on as if nothing's happened and for the entire company to ignore it completely as if 

they've never noticed.  (even if it's very obvious).   

I think young people nowadays would probably be more inclined to laugh it off but 

certainly the older generation in 'polite company' would never, ever draw attention to the 

incident by apologising.  Basically the advice is say 'excuse me' for mouth burps, ignore 

bottom burps." 

 

     

TASK: Writing: Now make a similar list for visitors to your country! 
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1.10 British humour 

 (adapted from http://impishidea.com) 

¶ What the British think is a humourous joke may be completely mystifying to people from 
other countries. 

So what makes Britain laugh? 

It's not an easy question to answer, but a hundred years and more of film and television do at least 
offer us a few clues. 

From stand-up to sketches, sitcom to satire, the forms of comedy we know today in film and 
television have been around for decades, sometimes centuries. Some of the subjects may have 
changed - comedians in the 1890s didn't tell too many jokes about Posh and Becks or the Internet - 
but others are much the same: the Britons are still fascinated and infuriated by their weather, their 
mysterious class system, their politicians, their celebrities. Perhaps most of all, they're endlessly 
amused by themselves and their bizarre habits. 

a. What types of humour do we know?  

- verbal: involves the use of words and it can be found in such things as puns, jokes and 
witticisms 

- visual: involves the use of images as seen in cartoons and in the physical appearance of some 
comedians  

- physical: relates to the use of actions. Perhaps the best example of physical humor is 
"slapstick" comedy which includes such wild actions as pie fights or chase scenes. 

¶ Examples: this list is not complete, there are many other examples of humour! 

Verbal:  

- black humour: deals with very serious subject matters: death, murder, rape, suicide, 
genocide, torture, horrible crimes against humanity (cracking jokes at your own or other 
ǳƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜǎΩ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜύ 
 

- irony: what is said has a different meaning than its usual connotation 
ŜƎΦ ²ƘȅΣ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǿŜ ŎƭŜǾŜǊΗ 
 

- sarcasm: a sharp, bitter, or cutting expression or remark 
ŜƎΦ LΩǾŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ WŜǎǳǎΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŦŀ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǘƛƳŜΦ 
 

- playing ǿƛǘƘ ǿƻǊŘǎ όǇǳƴΣ ŜǳǇƘŜƳƛǎƳΣ Χύ 
eg. Time flies like an arrow. Fruit flies like a banana. 

 

 

http://www.lotsofessays.com/essay_search/physical_humor.html


16 
 
 

 

Visual: 

- Incongruity: ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ōŜƭƻƴƎ  
eg. a psychopathic killer at home in his kitchen, frilly floral apron proudly donned, dutifully 
cooking a vegan dinner for his loving family 

Physical: 

- stupidity: doing/saying stupid things 
eg. a cat flailing around with its head caught in a milk jug for the third time that day 
 

- situational irony: character A misunderstands character B; hilarity ensues as they act based 
on the great misunderstanding 

Here is a selection of old English and British jokes: 

A man asked for a meal in a restaurant. The waiter brought the food and put it on the table. After a 
moment, the man called the waiter and said: 
"Waiter! Waiter! There's a fly in my soup!" 

"Please don't speak so loudly, sir," said the waiter, "or everyone will want one." 

---------------------------------------------------------- 

What is the longest word in the English language? 

"Smiles". Because there is a mile between its first and last letters! 

------------------------------------------------------------------ 

The woman was in bed with her lover and had just told him how stupid her Irish husband was when 
the door was thrown open and there stood her husband. He glared at her lover and bellowed, "What 

are you doing?" "There," said the wife, "didn't I tell you he was stupid?" 

---------------------------------------------------------- 

1st Eskimo: Where did your mother come from? 
2nd Eskimo: Alaska 

1st Eskimo: Don't bother, I'll ask her myself! 

What kind of ears does an engine have?  Engineers 

----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  

http://www.screenonline.org.uk/tours/humour/tourBritHumour1.html 

 

http://www.screenonline.org.uk/tours/humour/tourBritHumour1.html
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b. Viewing: The Young Ones, Blackadder, Yes Minister, Keeping Up Appearances and Bottom are 

ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ŎƻƳŜŘȅ ǎŜǊƛŜǎΦ ²ŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŜǇƛǎƻŘŜ ƻŦ 

Bottom.  

RƛŎƘŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ 9ŘŘƛŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǘŀƎƻƴƛǎǘǎΦ LǘΩǎ wƛŎƘŀǊŘΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƎƻŜǎ ŀǎ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘΦ 

Answer the questions below: 

- ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ Řƻ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƻ 9ŘŘƛŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜΩǎ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΚ 

 

 

 

- 9ŘŘƛŜ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ōƻǳƎƘǘ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ ŀ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΣ ƘŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƎŀǾŜ ƘƛƳ his own comb wrapped in a piece of 

paper. What does Richard say to make clear that Eddie has gone too far? 

 

 

 

- 9ŘŘƛŜ ŘƛŘ ƎƛǾŜ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ ŀ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΥ ŀ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ǇŀǇŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƴŀƳŜ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ƻƴ ƛǘΦ ²ƘƻΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ 

it? 

 

 

 

- wƛŎƘŀǊŘ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻǾŜǊ ōǳǘ ƴƻ ƻƴŜΩǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎΦ {ƻƳŜ ƻŦ 9ŘŘƛŜΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ 

though. The big guy is telling a story about a road sign. What does he say about it? 

 

 

- wƛŎƘŀǊŘ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀ ƎŀƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ 9ŘŘƛŜΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ Iƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ǿƻǊƪΚ  

 

 

- What happens when they play it? 

 

 

- What type of humour is used very often in this series?  
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PART 2: GET THE PAPERWORK DONE 
ADC College asked you to write a cv and fill out the registration form. Hand in on Smartschool. 

2.1 Sample cv 

 

EXAMPLE CV 

First name, family name  

E-mail: e-mail@e-mail.com  phone:  +49 30 5256452 mobile: +49 177 6253526 

DO NOT COPY THIS TEXT!!! 

Being an outgoing individual with work experience in business administration, I am looking for a 

placement in a British company in order to enhance my professional skills and improve my command 

of English. Having gained 18 months experience in a company in the field of event management, I 

would like to broaden my horizon and dedicate my strong motivation to this unique opportunity.  

Education  

September 2010 ð present Thomas-Mann -Berufskolleg (Vocational School), Berlin, 

Germany       

3 years course in business administration 

¶ Customer Service 

¶ Event Management 

¶ Controlling  

¶ Civics 

¶ International Trade 

Work Experience  

September 2010 ð present  Bocht Event Management, Berlin, Germany  

     3 years training in business administration 

     Specialised in event management 

¶ Appointing meetings  

¶ Database management 

¶ Managing incoming and outgoing invoices  

¶ Marketing assistance 

¶ Market research 

¶ Customer Service, dealing with incoming phone calls 

¶ Calculating offers 

mailto:e-mail@e-mail.com
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¶ Give as many examples you can of what you do and 

how you gained professional experience 

Languages 

German Native speaker 
English  Intermediate 
French  Beginner 
 

2.2 Registration form ADC 

Type Ã Group Leader 

Ã Student 

Ã Sharing Good Practice Participant 

Title Ã Mr 

Ã Ms 

First Name  

Last Name  

Date of Birth  

Age on Arrival  

E-mail  

Mobile   

Emergency Contact Name 

and Phone 

 

If possible, I would like to 

share my room with 

Please note that 2 students will share one room. 

1
st
 choice: 2

nd
 choice: 

Are you under 18?  

Parental Consent is 
required in case 
you share your room 
with another student 
that is 18 or older if you 
are underage. 

Ã Yes 

Ã No 

Name of Parent/Legal Guardian Signature 

 

I am a Smoker Ã Yes 

Ã No 

Diet Restrictions  

(give details) 

 

 

Allergies  

(give details) 

 

 

Medical Conditions  

(give details) 
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PART 3: LONDON CALLING: A SHORT GUIDE TO THE CITY 
 

Hooray! This year you will complete your internship in London. To prepare you as well as possible, 

your English teacher will guide you through the city introducing the different neighbourhoods, 

landmarks, habits, food and transportation system.  

a) As a first activity we are going to listen to a fragment recorded on a tour bus around London. List 

the places in London the bus visits. 

 

Source of fragment: https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/article/monthly-lesson-plan-a-tour-london 

b) Listening comprehension. Did you hear the following information? 

V The tour takes ___________ hours. 

V At Madame Tussauds Museum you can see ___________. 

V Oxford Street is a famous street for ___________. 

V The Queen lives at ___________. 

V Big Ben is a ___________. 

V You can see great views of London from ___________. 

c) Have you ever been to any of these places? Where did you go? What did you do? Which city 

would you like to take a tour in? Why? 

d) Choose one of the landmarks from Ψexercise aΩ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪ ǳǇ ǎƻƳŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ŦŀŎǘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΦ Lƴ 

other words, become a guide for your fellow students. Your fellow students will score you 

explanation using following grid: 
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Criteria 1 2 3 4 5  

Content Very superficial, not 
interesting at all. 

Rather superficial, 
not a lot of 
interesting 
information. 

Good ideas, but the 
student gives too 
Ƴŀƴȅ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎκŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 
give enough 
information. 

Almost perfect. 
Good insight in 
the subject and 
quite interesting 
for the listener. 

Well done, 
discusses all 
aspects and 
entertains the 
tourist well!  

 

10 

Pronunciation/ 
grammar 

Many mistakes. 
Misses basic 
knowledge. 

Many 
spelling/grammar 
mistakes, also 
basic ones.  

Quite a lot of 
spelling/grammar 
mistakes.  

Speaks well, a 
couple of small 
mistakes, little 
basic mistakes.  

Speaks well, no 
mistakes.  

 

5 

Structure/Fluency No clear structure 
(title, beginning, 
middle, ending, 
paragraphs, ...). 

Some structure, 
but misses 
important 
structural parts.  

Basic structure is 
present, still some 
parts missing.  

Good structure, 
some details to 
pay attention to.  

Great structure.   

5 

Result       

20 

 

e) London is a big city, consisting of different neighbourhoods. Get to know the most famous ones.  

Listening activity: Watch the video and make notes in the grid below describing shortly what the 

neighbourhoods are known for. 

The City/The 
Square Mile 

The West End The South Bank The East End Greenwich 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

Source of video:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nzdesDKsfxI 

Matching activity: Which picture shows which neighbourhood? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nzdesDKsfxI
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Reading/viewing activity: The teacher will give you a map of London now. Locate the five 

neighbourhoods. 

 










































